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to establish their superstition; wherein they failed, by the
united power of Engfish Church protestants, with the Prince
of Orange's assistance. But it cannot be asserted, that these
bigotted Papists had the least design to depose or murder
their King, much less to abolish kingly government; nor
was it their interest or inclination to attempt either.

On the other side the Puritans, who had almost from the
beginning of Queen Elizabeth's reign, been a perpetual thorn
in the Church's side3 joining with the Scotch enthusiasts, in
the time of King Charles the First, were the principal cause
of the Irish rebellion and massacre, by distressing that Prince,
and making it impossible for him to send over timely succours.
And, after that pious Prince had satisfied his Parliament in
every single point to be complained of; the same sectaries
by poisoning the minds and affections of the people, with the
most false and wicked representations of their King, were
able, in the compass of a few years, to embroil the three
nations in a bloody rebellion, at the expense of many thou-
sand lives ; to turn the kingly power into anarchy; or murder
their Prince in the face of the world, and (in their own style)
to destroy the Church root and branch.

The account therefore stands thus. The Papists aimed
at one pernicious act, which was to destroy the Protestant
religion; wherein, by God's mercy, and the assistance of our
glorious King William, they absolutely failed. The sectaries
attempted the three most infernal actions, that could possibly
enter into the hearts of men, forsaken by God; which were,
the murder of a most pious King, the destruction of our
monarchy, and the extirpation of the Church; and succeeded
in them all.

Upon which, I put the following queries. Whether any of
those sectaries have ever yet in a solemn public manner,
renounced any one of those principles upon which their pre-
decessors then acted ?

Whether, considering the cruel persecutions of the Epis-
copal Church, during the course of that horrid rebellion and
the consequences of it, until the happy Restoration; is it
not manifest, that the persecuting spirit lieth so equally
divided between the Papists and the sectaries, that a feather
would turn the balance on either side?

And, therefore, lastly, Whether any person of common